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Q: I live in Vandenberg Village and have a serious rabbit problem in my yard. They

eat “whatever I plant.” Can you provide a list of plants rabbits will not eat?

A: I have talked to a wild life specialist with the University of California who has

done considerable research on wild rabbits. He indicated to me that “rabbit-

immune plants” are hard to find. His work shows that plants that appear resistant

in one location are eaten when planted in another location and exposed to a

different rabbit population. He also said that the size of the plant often makes a

difference, i.e., the bigger, more mature the plant at planting, the better. Even this

is no guarantee! It seems that rabbits will eat almost anything when conditions in

their native habitat get severe enough. Finally, he indicated that the only sure way

to remedy rabbit damage is a rabbit fence, in other words “exclude them from

your yard and garden.”

Rabbit fences require some special construction. The specialist indicated that

rabbits prefer to go “under” a fence, the second preference is to go “through” a

fence, and finally they may go “over” a fence. If the fence is at least two-and-a-

half to three feet high, most rabbits will not go over the fence. Therefore, if you

install a fence, you should use a three-foot roll of one-inch mesh wire at least two-

and-one-half-feet high above ground. Thus, the rabbits will not go over or through

the fence. When installing the one-inch mesh wire, dig a trench at least six inches

wide and three to four inches deep. Bend the bottom six inches of wire so that it

forms an “L” in the trench with the bottom of the “L” facing the outside of the

yard perimeter. This way the rabbits will hit wire when they start to dig under the

fence. The specialist indicated he had 100 percent success in excluding rabbits

from an area using this system of installation. Any rabbit that did find its way in

came through a gate or other intentional opening in the fence.

If you would like detailed information on rabbit management, contact the Coastal

Gardener.
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Author’s Note: Use caution when you incorporate large amounts of organic matter into

the soil in your yard. I recently came upon a situation in which a homeowner prepared a

backyard to receive a sod lawn. To loosen the soil a large amount of uncomposted bark

and wood shavings were incorporated six to eight inches into the soil. The yard was then

leveled and sod laid. Six to eight weeks later the sod was dying in irregular patches all

over the yard. When the sod and soil were examined, there was the distinct odor of rotten

eggs from just under the sod layer. Two things went wrong in this situation. First, when

large amounts of raw organic matter are incorporated into soil, the microbes that feed on

this organic matter tie up most of the nutrients and oxygen that should be available to the

new sod. Also the new sod needs to be watered a bit extra, so the extra water also

excludes oxygen from the soil pore space. The result is an anaerobic soil environment

which is production sewer gas (hydrogen sulfide) which is toxic to the grass and any new

roots that are trying to grow. What to do? If you are going to use raw organic matter as a

soil amendment, allow it to decompose for several weeks before planting anything into it.

Better yet, use a composted soil amendment product. Secondly, water with care. When a

plant wilts, lack of water is not always the cause and adding water is not always the cure.

Send your landscape and garden questions to: The Coastal Gardener, 624-A West

Foster Road, Santa Maria, CA 93455.


