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Author’s Note: With the late and often heavy spring rains, Botrytis gray mold has been 

an unusually severe problem. Rose flowers have in many instances been severely 

blighted. Jasmine, geranium plus other garden flowers and vegetables have also been 

affected. The disease on roses starts with small, red dots on the flower petals or a 

brown/beige edge on the petals. The red dots and/or the brown petal margins progress 

into the flower, often blighting the whole structure and even progressing down the stem. 

As browning progresses, a blackish-gray, fuzzy growth often appears on the necrotic 

tissues. This fuzzy growth is the Botrytis fungus. Once established, destruction of plant 

tissues can be very rapid. 

 Botrytis fungus is an excellent opportunist. Botrytis spores can invade almost any 

weak, dying or dead plant tissue and from that infection locus invade surrounding healthy 

tissues. Therefore, sanitation is an important part of disease control. Prune out dying and 

dead flowers. Shake or brush off plants to get spent petals to fall to the ground. Diseased 

plant parts should be placed in the green waste container for recycling, i.e. remove them 

from your landscape.  

 Fungicide sprays can be helpful to reduce Botrytis activity. Triforine, chlorothalonil, 

Bacillus subtilis, copper fungicides, captan plus other fungicides (check the product 

label) may be used to suppress Botrytis. 

 Besides causing problems for roses, Botrytis gray mold can attack many other plants 

in the garden. Geranium, gladiolus, jasmine, iris, lily, tulip, tomato, statice, hyacinth, 

magnolia, and other plants can be hosts for gray mold. There are also other diseases that 

may be present, but the presence of the dark gray, fuzzy fungus growth on the surface of 

blighted plant tissue is a good indication that Botrytis is the causal agent on the blighted 

plant.  

 Other diseases and insects that have been a serious problem this spring are rust in 

roses, geranium, and snapdragons, and aphids and whiteflies on numerous plants. 

Fungicides and insecticides are available at your local garden store, which will control 

these pests. However, not all plant protection products control all diseases and insects. 
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Therefore, identify the specific problem and then select the product that will control it. 

Read the label and follow label instructions for best results. 

Q: I have an asparagus patch. After harvesting I let the spears grow to produce ferns. 

Some ferns produce flowers and berries (females). Some ferns produce only flowers 

(male). I have been told I should remove the females in order to keep my patch 

productive! Is this necessary? 

A: In a word – NO! Here are the details. Asparagus is a dioecious perennial, i.e. there 

are male and female plants. The males provide pollen for the female plants which 

produce seed. Unfortunately, the offspring from this union is not true to the variety. 

Many seeds in your asparagus patch will drop to the ground and produce seedlings, 

which will become – in time – part of your asparagus patch. Therefore, over a period 

of years your asparagus patch will most likely change from the variety you planted to 

a mixture of varieties, which are the offspring of the original variety. The seedling 

plants will produce edible spears, but they may not be exactly the same of those of 

the mother plants.  

Send your landscape and garden questions to: The Coastal Gardener, 624-A West 

Foster Road, Santa Maria, CA 93455. 


