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Q: I want to plant an apricot tree in my yard. What variety should I select?

A: There are several varieties of apricot suitable for culture along the Central Coast. I

suggest Blenheim (syn. Royal) for all-round utility (fresh, frozen, canning, or

drying) and flavor. Katy and Gold Kist are other varieties which are good and well

suited to the low-chill conditions in coastal areas. If you would like a list of other

tree fruit varieties adapted to the Central Coast, contact the Coastal Gardener.

Q: Wound paint – should I use it?

A: Most commercially available wound paints (dressings) are asphalt-based materials

with a solvent to make them flowable. As such they have no effect in aiding or

promoting wound closure (healing). Their effect is cosmetic only. The primary

function of these wound dressings is to make the tree owner feel better. Research

has shown that wounds left undressed heal just as quickly and just as well.

Where wounds need to be protected to prevent decay organisms from invading, I

suggest that a copper fungicide be mixed with a small amount of boiled linseed oil

to make a “thick paint.” Apply this to the wound with a paint brush. The copper

protects the wound from invasion by microbes, and the linseed oil helps bond the

copper to the wound surface.

Q: I have a slimy looking black substance in my yard. Is it harmful to me or my

plants?

A: If the black substance has an oily feel and smell, it may be harmful. I have been

informed that in a very few places in Santa Barbara County crude oil has actually

oozed to the surface and caused problems for some county residents. Call

Environmental Health if you suspect this type of problem.

The more common cause of a black, slimy substance in the garden is algae. Black

or dark green algae are often found in wet, shaded sites on the north side of the

house or fence. They can be harmful if they grow so luxuriantly that they smother

grass or other small plants. They also tend to seal off the soil and make water

penetration more difficult. Finally, they are slimy and slippery and may cause a

safety problem in your yard.
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The presence of algae indicates excessive moisture. Try to improve drainage by

working organic matter into the soil. Increase air movement by pruning up shrubs,

so the area will dry out more quickly. A light cultivation with a hoe or rake is

often enough to break up the soil surface and disrupt algae growth. The

cultivation will have to be repeated periodically if other permanent means of

drying out the area are not possible. Finally, copper fungicides will kill most

algae. Spray the affected area periodically to keep algal growth suppressed.

Send your landscape and garden questions to: The Coastal Gardener, 624-A West

Foster Road, Santa Maria, CA 93455.


